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She was pushed into it, rather than entered it
voluntarily. She had some friends who already
no longer thought as she did. She admired
Lafayette for his chivalrous spirit; she gladly
praised Si6yes as a political emulator of New-
ton, "the mysterious oracle of the events that
were in preparation; "she loved Narbonne,
who had no liking for Necker's systems, was
refractory to the Declaration of Rights, and in
his views of reform went no farther than a sort
of aristocratic liberty d la Voltaire rather than
a la Montesquieu. Her preferences were with
the group which had Lally on the right and
Talleyrand on the left, and which included
beside bourgeois like Mounier and Malopet,
gentlemen like Mathieu de MoEtooreocy,
Clermont-Tonnerre, Crillon, La Rochefoucauld,
Toulongeon, and the Prince de Broglie, declared
partisans of the English Constitution and a
mucleus ready to hand for a chamber of peers.
They believed it possible to import this Con-
stitution to France. Doubtless the king had
nothing to do with it; but the history of the
English offered a salutary expedient.

" It was," affirms Madame de Stael, " an idea
generally established in the minds of states-
men, that a deviation from heredity might be
favorable to the establishment of liberty, by
placing at the head of the Constitution a king